Handout 1: County and Statewide Recidivism Rates: Juveniles with Cases Closed in 2007, 2008, or 2009

Cautionary Note

It is critically important to note that expunged cases create a significant limitation to this study. In
Pennsylvania, when a case is expunged, all of a juvenile’s identifying information pertaining to that case
is “erased” and is therefore not available for analysis. Consequently, juveniles with a 2007, 2008, or 2009
case expungement were omitted from the study’s sample, unless they had a separate case closed in 2007,
2008, or 2009 that was not expunged.

Unfortunately, it is not possible to determine how a particular county’s recidivism rate was affected by
the number of expungements for a variety of reasons, including that the unit of measurement for the
recidivism study was a juvenile, while the unit of measurement for an expungement was a case (one
juvenile may have had several cases expunged).

Arguably, juveniles whose cases are expunged are presumed to be individuals who are considered to be at
lower risk to recidivate (i.e., first-time, relatively minor offenders). However, since no risk assessment
instruments (e.g., the Youth Level of Service) were being utilized in Pennsylvania prior to 2009, there is
no way to determine the actual risk to recidivate of juveniles with a 2007, 2008, or 2009 case closure. In
general, counties that expunged significant numbers of cases had higher recidivism rates than their
counterparts. A possible explanation for this result is that a significant number of lower risk youth were
removed from the research sample in these jurisdictions.

Moreover, these recidivism rates do not take into account the specific treatment and services that were
provided to juveniles while under supervision. Readers are cautioned, therefore, to make no comparisons
between counties due to varying juvenile court policies and practices, including those relating to
expungement. Rather, it is our goal to measure whether recidivism rates within each county decline as
evidence-based practices are implemented.
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* Recidivism is defined as: A subsequent adjudication of delinquency or conviction in criminal court for a misdemeanor or felony offense
within two years of case closure. Expunged cases are not included in these figures.
™This figure represents cases closed in 2007 and subsequently expunged. One juvenile may have had multiple cases expunged.
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This figure represents cases closed in 2008 and subsequently expunged. One juvenile may have had multiple cases expunged.
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This figure represents cases closed in 2009 and subsequently expunged. One juvenile may have had multiple cases expunged.

XXXXX

This figure represents cases closed in 2007, 2008,or 2009 and subsequently expunged. One juvenile may have had multiple cases
expunged

N/A**: This data is currently unavailable.



