
Of All Cases Resulted in aOf All Cases Resulted in a

RECIDIVISMRECIDIVISM
PENNSYLVANIA PENNSYLVANIA 
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEMJUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM

One of the primary tools used to measure the 
success of programs and policies within the 
juvenile justice system is to track recidivism, or 
the return to crime. Since 2012, Pennsylvania 
has tracked the outcomes of juvenile offenders 
for a period of two years after juvenile closure to determine the 
percentage that remained law-abiding citizens. Special attention 
has been given to the recidivism rates of youth prior to, versus 
after, the implementation of the Juvenile Justice System 
Enhancement Strategy (JJSES).
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*Success Is Defined as No Subsequent Adjudications of Delinquency or Convictions in Criminal 
Court for a Felony or Misdemeanor Offense Within Two Years of Juvenile Closure.

Note: All Data Is Based on Youth Closed in 2019.
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